
Merlyn Ray Reiter
August 23, 1945 - October 9, 2025

Merlyn R. Reiter, age 80, of Rockford, Iowa, passed away on Thursday,
October 9, 2025, at MercyOne North Iowa in Mason City. 

 Memorial services will be held at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, October 17, 2025, at
First United Methodist Church, 21 Third Street, Rockford, Iowa, with Rev.
Chan Gok Kim officiating. Visitation will be held on Thursday, October 16, from
5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at the church. Inurnment will follow at Riverside Cemetery,
Rockford. 

 Merlyn was born on August 23, 1945, in Charles City, Iowa, the son of Eno
John and Isabelle Cecelia (Hesse) Reiter. He grew up in Marble Rock and
attended school there. Merlyn began his working career helping several area
farmers before taking a job with Rockford Brick and Tile. He also worked part-
time shingling buildings. In 1973, Merlyn began a long and dedicated career at
Salisbury/Cambrex Chemicals in Charles City, Iowa. 

 On June 6, 1970, Merlyn was united in marriage to Ramona Jackson at First
United Methodist Church in Rockford. They were blessed with two children
and shared 55 loving years together. 

 Merlyn was a man of many interests and talents. He especially loved fishing
and woodworking, crafting handmade wooden toys, games, a cradle, and a
desk. He also enjoyed roller skating, a pastime that led him to meet the love of
his life, Ramona, at the Clear Lake Rink. Merlyn was a passionate sports fan
and enjoyed following the Iowa Hawkeyes, the Minnesota Vikings, and
Minnesota Twins. 



He will be remembered most for his deep love for his family, his unforgettable
laugh, and his witty sense of humor. 

 Those left to cherish Merlyn’s memory include his loving wife Ramona Reiter;
daughter Shelley (Michael) Brunner of Eau Claire, WI; grandchildren Kaylyn
(Alex) Marquardt, Hannah, and Evan Brunner; great-grandchildren Freya and
Celeste Marquardt; siblings Melvin (Anne) Reiter, Alvin Reiter, and Marlys
Reiter; sisters-in-law Virginia Kuhlers and Sheryl Jackson; and his beloved
pets — cat Oscar and dog Angel. He is also survived by many extended
family members and great friends. 

 Merlyn was preceded in death by his beloved son Kevin, his parents, sister
Maxine Watkins, and nephew Melvin Jr. Reiter. 

 The family extends their heartfelt gratitude to the doctors, nurses, and staff at
MercyOne in Mason City for the compassionate care they provided during
Merlyn’s time there. 

 Arrangements are with Fullerton-Schumburg Funeral Home and Cremation
Services, Rockford, Iowa 50468 641-756-3311. www.Fullertonfh.com,
Facebook/Fullertonfuneralhomes



Cemetery Details

Riverside Cemetery

Rockford, IA

Previous Events

Gathering of Family and Friends

OCT 16. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

First United Methodist Church
21 3rd Street NW
Rockford, IA

Memorial Service

OCT 17. 10:30 AM (CT)

First United Methodist Church
21 3rd St NW
Rockford, IA 50468
--
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Julie Graper Eisentrager - October 21, 2025 at 12:29 AM

Dear Ramona--I am so very sorry to see this posting on Facebook!!!
I had not heard that you lost Merlyn. My thoughts and prayers are
with you, dear Ramona, and your entire family!!! May your sweet
memories fill your life with smiles and laugh, and replace all tears!!!
Julie Graper Eisentrager

Steve W. - October 16, 2025 at 06:21 PM

Steve W. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Merlyn Ray Reiter.

October 13, 2025 at 11:58 AM

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of Merlyn Ray Reiter.

Mike & Pat Sinning - October 13, 2025 at 11:58 AM

Mike & Pat Sinning planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Merlyn Ray Reiter.

https://www.fullertonfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fullertonfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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October 13, 2025 at 09:28 AM

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of Merlyn Ray Reiter.

Tammy Rud - October 12, 2025 at 06:13 PM

Shelley and family, 
 
I’m so sorry to hear of your dad’s passing. Prayers for comfort and
peace for you all. Cherish your memories of him always 
 
Tammy Rud

Donna Dunlap - October 10, 2025 at 06:32 PM

Ramona & family, holding you &family up in prayers, asking GOD
for peace, understanding and grace & mercy, to hold you up and
carry you. Merlyn was such a kind & gentle person. He now has no
health problems & reunited with your son. Thanks be to GOD.

https://www.fullertonfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fullertonfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

